CMPSC 321 - Relational Database Theory and Design - FALL 2008
Saint Xavier University 

	Course Description: 
	Prerequisite: One programming course. This course introduces the student to relational databases. Topics include the relational and object- relation models, entity-relationship design, normalization, Structured Query Language (SQL), privacy & security.  If time permits, transaction management and query optimization will also be studied.

	Instructor: 
	Florence Appel - appel@sxu.edu 

	Office/phone: 
	N319 / 773-298-3388 

	Office hours:
	Mon: 
10 AM – 12 PM
Wed:
4:30 – 5:30 PM

or by appointment


Textbook:
Kroenke, Database Processing: Fundamentals, Design and Implementation, 10th edition, Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2006.
Software:
Microsoft Access and Visio Pro 2003 (both available in S106), mysql (downloadable) 
Course content – We will cover several chapters in our textbook:

1. Introductory database content (Ch. 1)

2. Introduction to SQL (Ch. 2)
3. Relational model (Ch. 3)

4. Normalization (Ch. 3 & 4)

5. Entity-relationship (ER) modeling (Ch. 5)

6. Transforming ER models into databases (Ch. 6)
7. More SQL (Ch. 7)
8. mysql 
9. Database redesign (Ch. 8)
10. Security issues  
Course requirements: Your final grade will be determined as follows:
	In-class labs/assignments
	
	20%

	Homework
	
	30%

	Tests (2)  
	
	30%

	Final exam
	
	20%


Grading policy: 

· Lab work is to be completed in class. If you are not in class that evening, you cannot receive credit for the lab assigned for that class, even if you complete it on your own.

· Homework assignments are due on their specified dates. If you do not submit your assignment on time, you will automatically lose 50% of the points if you turn it in at the next class. After that, no assignment will be accepted and no credit will be given. Let common sense prevail - if we go over any homework questions on the day that they are due (i.e., after they are handed in), you may not submit that homework for late credit. Specific requirements for assignments will be provided.
· Group work assignments will be given throughout the semester.  Details on the grading criteria for these projects will be distributed.
· Cheating of any sort (unauthorized collaboration on homework assignments, copying on tests) will not be tolerated. A grade of zero will be given for the first infraction; a failing grade in the course will result from any subsequent incidents.  Please refer to your student handbook for the official SXU policy on academic dishonesty.
Classroom decorum:
· You are required to TURN OFF your cell phone when you enter class.  If your phone rings during class, you must turn off your phone or immediately leave the class.
· You may NOT bring your dinner into the classroom – eat BEFORE you get to class, or during the break.  Special accommodations will be made for anyone with religious or medical needs regarding food.
· Except in cases of emergency, you are expected to stay in the room – no getting up and leaving whenever you please.   We will have breaks during each class period.
About email: 
· Please note that emails sent to me in the evening may not be answered until the next day; emails sent on the week-end may not be answered until Monday.
